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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
DearMsBrownr -
The North Country Chamber of Commerce is the largest business and economic development
organization in northern New York, representing more than 4,200 employers in Essex, Hamilton,
Houe of: Franklin, Clinton and northern Warren Counties. We serve as the leading entity for strategic
North Country development in the region, with a long record of engagement In the conservation, creation and
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maximization of transportation assets.

In addition, we host and lead the Adirondack On Track Partnership, a broad coalition of interests
dedicated to the region's rall infrastructure, and I personally serve as Co-Chair of the North
Country Regional Economic Development Council by appointment of the Governor.

We want to express our strongest possible support for the pending application of the Saratoga
and North Creek Railroad to Initiate freight service to Tahawus. The line from North Creek to
Tahawus has been purposely retained through the years as an economic development asset, with
this eventual restored activity specifically in mind -- accessing the former mine operations at
Tahawus and allowing the movement of materials there to new markets by a means others than
by truck. This will facilitate the creation of badly needed employment in this highly distressed and
remote area of New York, tap the use of rail as a "greener” form of transportation for freight than
trucks, complete the restoration of this historic and strategic infrastructure, and further bolster the
sustainability of the entire short line.

In addition to the support of the North Country Chamber, I am also attaching a reference to rail in
the Adirondacks from the recently completed and adopted North Country Regional Economic
Development Plan. This state sponsored and approved plan specifically highlights the preservation
and rehabilitation of all remaining rail infrastructure within the Adirondacks as a key strategic
imperative,

I thank you for your consideration and look forward to seeing this worthy proposal approved and
advanced as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
Gag F. Zuglas

President and CE

cc: Rep. William Owens
Rep. Chris Gibson
Senator Charles Schumer

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
NYSDOT Commissioner Joan McDonald
Karen Rae, Governor's Deputy for Transportation

A Strong Partner for Strong Business in the North Country
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 Strategy 4: Preservation anc 85 funds become availsble. This eim wil also

' optimization of the North Coy bedirectly supported as part of our region's 8}

. iry’srail infrastructure asa Canadian Connection strategy, being a shared

. vital asset for futimre aim of New York and Quebec, and will be the |

and the subject of the next Quebec-New York Sum- |

" region’s desii -hﬁg&-s«: PeT mit targeted for 2012.

economy. This will include, but not * Support for state, federal and private funding

be limited to, the development o for the eventual rehabilitation of the entire

High Rail in the Montreal- Adirondack railroad from Remsen to Lake

New York City corridor; preserva-  Piacid as the last remaining rail sccess into

tion rehabilitation qf|the the central Adirondacks, with accommoda-
railroad infrast tion for recreational trail use as well, as much

ture from Remsen to Lake Placid as possible. First priority shall be accorded

/ to fully rehabilitating the segment between
Saranac Lake and Tupper Lake as phase one.
Protected as 2 listed asset on the National :
Register of Historic Places, this infrastructure [
Eggﬂsgga& es offers near-term tourism benefits and long-

that hamper communily epportu- term strategic opportunities related to general
nities for economic growt economic development and the green move-
AcTioNs YRARS 1 THROUGH §: meat of people and goods in and out of the
* Support the development of High Spe¢dRail  Adirondack Park.

in the Montreal-New York corridor, f * Support for state, federal and private funding
lowing established plans and commitmpnts for the rehabilitation of the CSX rail infra-
by NYSDOT and the Quebec Governfnent. structure from the Watertown area to New-
This must include collaboration with othe: ton Falls and southern St. Lawrence County,
regions in New York hosting portions bf the in support of paper making and other eco
Adirondack and Empire passenger mil borri- nomic opportunities in that part of the region.
dors, via the statewide Chsirman's Commit-

tee to be convencd as 2 part of the Reglon

federal investment in High'Speed Rail 4nd for

the continued inclusion of the Adirond

Corridor from Rouses Point to Sch

as a target for federal and state investmbnt
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